
Who: Room 21 What: Making Cob 
bricks

When: 23 February 
2010

Where: Ashgrove 
School

Why: Runaway 
Settlers

How: mix
* soil
*sand

*straw
*water

Leave to dry in sun



Orientation:

It all began one warm 
afternoon on 23 
February 2010  when 
miss harrison was 
reading the story 'the 
runaway settlers' to 
the children in Room 21.

Mrs Phipps and her 
family live in a cob 
cottage. I wonder 
what cob is and how 

you make it?

Miss Harrison 
remembered 

that there was a 
cob cottage in 
amberley and 

started 
formulating a 
plan to make 

cob bricks with 
Room 21.

"making cob 
bricks sounds 

like fun" 
excitedly 

whispered the 
children of room 

21



Sequence of 
Events:

Miss harrison collected all the 
ingredients needed to make cob 

bricks, after checking on the 
internet for instructions. She 
took room 21 outside on a very 

hot afternoon - 23 February 2010 
and asked for intrepid volunteers 

to help with each step. 

Maggie and Cassie 
volunteered to put 
the first ingredient 
into mix. "I'm glad 
we're not making a 

mud cake" exclaimed 
cassie!

Daniel and Lucas 
began breaking the 
lumps up and found 
some stones and a 
wriggly worm!

"ooh is a worm!" 
shouted Daniel.

"Chill out" 
thought 
Lucas.



"I wounder 
what it will  
look like?" 

"oohh! it's 
lumpy" 

"ahhhh!!!!!! 
get me out 

of here"

"I don't 
know" said 

kate

The process 
continued with the 
adding of some 
sand. Miss Harrison 
sent some of her 
class on an 
undercover mission 
to collect the 
sand - they 
'borrowed' it from 
the sandpits!

after the sand had 
been added it had 
to be mixed in with 
the soil - groans 
of delight came 
from room 21 as 
they watched 
expressions of 
horror cross the 
girls' faces!



"oohh! it 
is old"

"ah ah 
theo"

"I'm 
tired"

this is so 
hard to stiroohh! not 

again.

then it was time 
to add the straw. 
this was to give 
the bricks 
strength and to 
also make them 
good insulators. 
Miss Harrison 
explained that 
meant they would 
keep the house 
warmer in 
winter.

"There's too much 
straw in here - we'd 

better put some back"

"Still too 
much 

straw!"



"oohh 
that's 

nice1!!!!"

"ah I 
g
ot 

m
uddy 

hands"

finally the last 
ingredient - water! 

room 21 were as 
keen as mustard to 
volunteer for this 

part. they all 
wanted to get their 

hands dirty!

"I'm going to 
have to 

scrub my 
hands to get 

this off"

when it was all 
mixed in room 21 

agreed that 
perhaps there was 

a bit too much 
water in the mix.



"fill it up 
to the 
liine"

"i'm sloppy"

"all done"

Now it was time to make the brick 
shapes from the mix. Miss 
harrison showed the class where 
to fill the ice-cream containers 
up to and then they got to work. 
It looked like messy fun!

"The mixture feels 
very sticky. I hope 
I don't get any on 

my uniform!"



Conclusion:

"w
e a

re 

done!!"

let's go 
wash

they 
deserve 
a wash

Room 21 had finished their own 
version of  cob bricks and now all 
that was left to do was let them 
dry in the sun. 

The brick makers 
were happy but 

very muddy!

Cob brick making had been a messy, but fun way to step back in time and see 
how the early settlers lived. Room 21 were looking forward to seeing just 
how their bricks would look after they had dried.


